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uzuki V-Strom 250: Overview

If Kawasaki’s Versys- X300 and BMW’s G310 GS weren’t enough a choice to be happy with, well then Suzuki
too has joned the small capacity adventure tourer segment, or let’s just say small capacity tourer segment. Next
vyear, these motorcycles could literally create a row in the market but [ think it would be a scenario of great
excitement. It would be fun to observe and understand market dynamics as per what people choose from the three
contenders, contenders of a niche motorcycle market just being born. [ wish K'TM India too had joined this
bandwagon but they have, erm other priorities.

As I've said this before, motorcyele manufacturers place old engines in new motorcyeles to invent a new
model. That’s weird. The V-Strom 250°s engine is derived from its almost non- existing motorcycle- the Suzuki
Inazuma. Thankfully though, the engine is a 248cc Parallel twin producing 25 PS of power, figures that say a lot
about the smoothness of the motor. Suzuki claims that the twin cylinder motor is tuned to maximize low and mid
range torque. Claimed to have a tank capacity of 17 litres, Suzuki claims the range on this V-Strom to be 500ki-
lometers. That’s an excellent distance to cover at one go, I just hope this isn’t a boring motorcycle else you’'ll have
to look for other reasons to stop often on a long joumey. Speaking of long joumey, this motorcycle is equipped
with mounting clips for side cases along with a tail camriage capable of carrying luggage as heavy as 8.5 kg. The
windshield too, is claimed to be “wind tunnel tested’, so it must perform, isn’t it?
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Suzuki V-Strom 250: Overview \\

lot of it is at par with the competition as the quarter litre V-Strom comes with LCD instrument cluster that displays a lot of information, half of
which vou may not need frequently. The riding position is upright and seems comfortable too. ABS too is present but ['m not sure if it is a standard
feature. Both tyres are 17 inch and come with 10 spoke rims. That means you may not be able to throw it around on uneven off road terrain like how
you would do on a typical motoreyele with a larger front wheel.

The way this baby V Strom looks, 1t doesn’t seem like a typical conventional tourer, especially if yvou looked at it from the side. It seems pretty
obvious that a lot of the touring gear has been fixed on a street motorcycle which may make it look like a tourer from certain angles but it may or may
not perform like one. I agree that it is way too carly to talk about it but that’s the way I feel by just looking at the motorcycle. The seat looks extremely
comfortable to sit on but I totally dislike the way this V Strom looks from the front. C'mon, that single headlamp deserved a better design, Suzuki
should’ve not made it look like a monocle having a beak underneath. I'm sure its rivals are going to have a good laugh at it for that!

The touring panniers and top box would mostly
come as separate accessories but I really wonder if 1t
would make sense to stress such a small capacity
motorcycle with so much touring equipment on it,
especially when it just churns out 25 BHP.

All in all though, what I'm glad about is that this is a
parallel twin engine so refinement should be on
the cards. Personally, T feel singles need to go or they
need to be drastically reduced. I mean, haven't we
been having single cylinder engines for a really long
time. India could be termed as the single cvlinder
motorcycle capital of the world. We need more twin
cylinder and three cylinder small capacity
motorcycles that are smoother and most importantly.

the ones that sound better. Until then, I'm going to

grab a tub of popcorn and see how the Suzuki
V-Strom 250 fairs with its competition. :)
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TVS BMW came up with the BMW G310
GS and [ was able to digest it. Suzuki shot out

their adventure version- the
V Strom 230 and that too
was digest- able. But when I
saw Kawasaki feature the so called Versys- X
300 at EICMA, all hell broke loose. I headed
out to see 1f the sun had set in .
the east. The news was of
such magnitude, something has changed or
shifted lately else how would Kawasaki come
up with something that smart and innovative,
a motorcyele that was easily derived from
another motorcycle and only had some of its
parts and tyres changed so that it fell under
the “Versys® category. Before I forget about
this, they've also been innovative with the
name: Versys- X 300. So. this motorcycle
must be a stealth bomber too.

Frankly speaking, that is what is

happening these days. Every motorcycle
manufacturer has one engine that they shove
into a frame and then use it on motorcycles
that just has different body parts. So to the
public, it is 3 motorcycles with 3 engines but
m reality, it is the same engine, same frame on
all the motorcycles, except that motorcycles
wear different parts and are suited to
behaving differently. Soyou get a track
motoreycle, a street/ naked motorcycle and
thirdly, an ‘adventure' motorcycle with the
same, damn engine! If you assume that the
gearing would’ve been altered too depending
on the behavior of the motorcycle, then you
are a person who can easily be brainwashed.

The Kawasaki Versys-X 300 may, or
may not make it to India but even if it does, it
would cost around 4.5-5.0 lakhs on road and
that means ["m not going to buy it!
Since the adventure tourer market is
seen growing rapidly in this country
with high demand for small and
medium capacity tourers,

[ won’t be surprised if
someone from India toured

the world on this, considering
Kawasaki’s reliability factor,
even though people in the USA
would consider this to be a
comfortable street motorcycle.

Speaking of the features that  make it an
adventure tourer, the X 300 offers 4 1mm long
travel Telescopic forks, gas charged shock at
the rear, spoke wheels, high
windscreen, upright riding
position and a 19 inch front
wheel. Typical tourer stuff eh? It also comes
with various accessories  split  into two
packages- Urban and

adventure and that means
you'll have to shell out another 50,000 INR or
more for panniers, center stand, tail box and
other stuff. That’s the thing with “packages”
these days, just be prepared to spend more
money!

The 296¢ce liquid cooled parallel twin
engine borrowed from the Nimja 300 ensures
an output of 38.5 BHP but I’m not sure how it
would do, assuming thatthe X 300 has
already put on more weight than the Ninja
300. The only point that impresses me though
18 that the engine is a parallel twin cylinder
engine unlike most of its

other competitors that
may not be at par in terms o
smoothness with their single
cylinder engines.
Personally, I"d like
to have an adventure
tourer with an
engine that’s got
two or more
cylinders, especially
for long distance

cruising and touring else I don’t see
the point of having a single
cylinder heavy weight slouch tourer, 4
unless you're wandering around your /
city or nearby villages! The existing/
slipper clutch on this motor would
be a treat though.

Apart from a highly informational instrument

cluster, this baby Versys is claimed to have

400 kilometers tank range, that’s another point
which deservesa thumbs up. ABS too, comes as a
standard feature which [ think is a mustfor our
riding and mental conditions. As of now, Kawasaki is
yet to release more details of this highly anticipated
Versys X-300 but until then, hold vour horses!
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Engine Type: Liquid-cooled, 4-stroke Parallel Twin
Compression Ratio: 10.6:1

Valve system: DOHC, 8 valves

Bore x Stroke: 62 x 49 mm

Displacement: 296cc

Fuel System: Fuel injection: @ 32 mm x 2 with dual throttle valves
Horsepower (est): 39 hp @ 11,000 rpm

Maximum Torque (est): 20 ft-lbs. of torque @ 10,000 rpm
Transmission: 6 speed

Clutch: Wet multi-disc, manual

Lubrication: Forced lubrication, wet sump

Starting System: Electric
Final Drive: Sealed chain

Front Brakes: Single 290 mm disc. Caliper: Single balanced actuation

Rear Brakes: Single 220 mm disc. Caliper: Dual piston
Front Suspension: 41 mm telescopic fork

Rear Suspension: Bottom-Link Uni-Trak, gas-charged
shock and adjustable preload

Frame type: Backbone, high-tensile steel

Front Tire: 100/90-19M/C 575

Rear Tire: 130/80-17M/C 658

Fuel capacity: 4.5 gallons (17 litres)

Wet Weight: Standard 370 Ibs (168 kg) / ABS: 375 Ibs (170 kg)

Colors: Candy Lime Green and Metallic Graphite Gray
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So Honda did something very surprising
by unveiling upgrades to its cruiser motor-
cycles. What was cven more surprising was
the fact that both cruisers are 300c¢c and
500cc each, I thoueht Honda only made
minor sticker upgrades to these mid and low
capacity engines but not this time.

Also known as Rebel 300 and 500, they come
with engines borrowed from CBR’s that are at
the same level. The Rebel 300 receives its
286cc single cylinder water cooled engine
from Honda CBR 300 whereas the Rebel 500
receives its 471ce hiquid cooled parallel twin
engine from the Honda CBR 500. Interestng.

Personally, I don’t like heavy, chrome house
cruisers and neither do [ like those ugly, matte
Black ones with ferocious dog decals on it.
They make too much noise, they're bulky,
their personality shouts out frustration all the
time and what not. The only aspect I prefer
about cruisers 1s the seat height and comfort,
highly ideal for short and lazy bums like me.

But with the Honda Rebel. I like the fact that
the cruisers don’t scream too much about
themselves. They look pretty calm and simple

without flashing too much. I love the way

they*ve fitted the motorcycle so well around a
trellis frame and the way in which the tank as-
cends up to the handlebar.
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Honda Rebel 300 and 500- First Impression

; v hat I don’t like though is the fact that

there are minute differences between the
Rebel 300 and 500. Only if one focuses on the
’ engine’s size, would they know the

difference, which to a layman would secem
like rocket science. Still, these are simple
looking motorcycles, which to me 1s a unique
selling point for a cruiser. How many cruisers
do vou know that don’t have flashy things on

them?

But Honda’s got smart with a lot of things.
they haven't had to break their heads behind

an expensive and fancy cruiser. The weight of

s

the cruisers too is around 160 and 180 kg

respectively. They both come with ABS as
standard and they both have 16 inch wheels.
Twin rear shocksand 41 mm telescopic

forks should make things a lot more comfy.

I wish Honda got smarter and brought this to
India. The beginner level cruiser market is
just gaining spark  while the adventure
touring motorcycle segment gets loads  of

attention. I mean, this is another boost

motorcycling in India  would receive

- —
e because all these beginner level motorcycles
would be put across a large variety off
. motoreyceles to people. I really wish the

Rebel, and a lot of other motorcycle
manufacturers get their machines to India,
Just to give us more options to choose from
while the companies fight each other

constantly.
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